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Dear Friends and Members of Faith UMC: 
 
 The Christian calendar has two Christ-centered cycles: Advent-Christmas-Epiphany and  
Lent-Easter-Pentecost. Each cycle begins with a season of preparation, Advent and Lent, followed 
by a season of celebration, Christmas and Easter.  Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word lencten 
which means ñspring.ò Initially, Lent was a time for new converts to prepare for baptism on Easter 
Eve by studying the gospel, fasting and penance. 
 Lent begins on Ash Wednesday which this year is also Valentineôs Day. While Valentineôs 
Day is not an official part of Lent, it usually falls in the season. It may seem odd that this celebration 
would be embraced by the church during such a somber time as Lent. Valentineôs Day is a reminder 
for us to celebrate love which is the basis of Jesusô sacrifice. 
 We do not know the exact details of Jesusô last week of life, however, we know that he was 
on a purposeful journey. The journey begins in Bethany (John 12:1) before he made a triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem (Luke 19:28-44 and Mark 11:1-11). Jesus then curses a fig tree and cleanses 
the temple (Luke 19:45-46, Mark 11:12-19 and John 2:13-22). The next day, the fig tree dies, Jesusô 
authority is questioned and he teaches in the temple (Mark 11:20-33 and Luke 20:1-8). Jesus then 
celebrates the Last Supper with his disciples in the Upper Room and prays in the garden (Mark 
14:12-42 and Luke 22:7-46). Jesus is then tried, crucified and buried (Matthew 27) before he rises 
again on Easter morning (Matthew 28). Jesus is on a journey!  
 Today, Lent is a time for reflection and self-examination. We too are on a journeyéa jour-
ney of transformation. Each Sunday during the Lenten Season, we will be following Jesusô path to 
the cross. Let this season be a time for each of us to let go of our burdens so that we may be trans-
formed. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Leah 
 

 

The Vision of Faith United Methodist Church is to empower all people to seek the 
fullness and assurance of Godôs Love. 
 
The Mission of Faith United Methodist Church is to invite everyone into a loving 
community, explore the Good News of Godôs Love, and serve God and our neighbor 
throughout the world. 
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Please keep these in prayer for 
health, safety, and wellness: 
 
Ministry of Faith UMC 
Places facing War and Unrest 
Bishop Oliveto and 
   Conference Leaders 
Our Government Leaders 
Sharon Cloyd 
Norma Wilkins & family 
Delbert Hansen 
Joan Allen 
Bernice Acheson 
Dorothy Allen 
Christopher Love 

Please keep these families in 
prayer who grieve: 
 

Damon & Mary Hart & family 
The Howe family 
Keitra Blackmore 
The Wall family 
The family of Donna Cool 
Colleen Pettit 

  

Februaryôs Sermon Series      
 

February 4 Mark 1:29-39 Jesus heals many but also rest 

February 11 Mark 9:2-9  Transfiguration Sunday 

February 18 Mark 1:9-15 Baptism of Jesus 

February 25 John 2:13-22 Jesus Clears the Temple 

Thanks to everyone who helped keep the Davis Hospice 
Cookie Ministry going in 2017. We have people signed 
up through the month of February. If youôd like to bring a 
little cookie joy to the folks at Hospice, the Sign up 
sheets, details and containers are available in the folder 
in the back of the sanctuary!       Thank You!  

Cookies for Davis Hospice 

Designated Giving for February:  
 
Coalition for the Homeless:  
We are collecting coffee, paper plates, napkins and paper towels. 
 

Their mission:  ñTo improve Available Resources for our Communityôs 
Homeless Populationò 
 
 Your donations are very much appreciated!  

Celebrating 50th year Anniversary  
Sunday, February 4th after church in the Upper 
Fellowship Hall, Lois and Delbert Hansen will be 
serving cake, mints, coffee and/or punch in 
honor of their 50th wedding anniversary...please 
join in and help them celebrateé 
Just your presence is all that they request. 

All Church Cleanup Day!   Since it's February, let's 
show our church a little LOVE!!   Saturday, February 
24th from 9:00 until noon we will join together to 
clean and wash windows and surrounding areas. 
Please bring any supplies that you might find helpful. 
There will be snacks and hot drinks for incentive, 
and when the work is done you'll be 
rewarded with a warm feeling in your 
heart.  : )  



UMW News 
 

 

 

 

Our next meeting will be 
on Thursday, February 

22nd at 6:30 pm 
in the fireplace room. 

 
All ladies of the church are welcome 

and encouraged to attend!  

 Thanks to all for the donations that decorated our Mitten Tree. The 
items were taken to the Salvation Army and were greatly appreciated.  

Thank you to everyone who attended our special 
Sunday on January 7th! We had a delicious potluck, 
followed by a Celebration of Life at Faith Church and 
we recognized our outgoing and incoming Board 
members and our committees that are the heart of 
our church. 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped in the Unhanging of 
the Greens. All the Christmas decorations have been 
taken down and stored away. 

Clearance sale on calendars - now 
available for $4.00!!  

 
òOur Journey Through Transformationó 

JOIN US for our upcoming Lenten Season:  

 
Ash Wednesday, February 14th, 2018 at 6:30 pm 

EASTER LILY GARDEN:  
 As is our tradition, we will have an Easter Lily Garden. As we did last year, we are 
using the artificial lilies that were purchased to take the place of live flowers as their upkeep 
was time-consuming. The garden will continue to memorialize and honor loved ones, and 
donations made will go to Faithôs Water Project. 
 If you would like to make a donation in honor or memory of someone, please fill out 
one of the forms that are on the back table in the sanctuary and return by March 25th so that 
there is enough time to get the insert ready for the Easter bulletin. 

Remember to set aside your 30 pieces of silver to offer during Lent 
  Judas betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver. 
We challenge you to symbolically turn those 30 pieces of silver into some-
thing that benefits Godôs Kingdom. Our offerings will support Faithôs Water 
Project. 

Lent is a time for reflection and self-examination. We too are on a journeyéa 
journey of transformation. Each Sunday during the Lenten Season, we will be 
following Jesusô path to the cross. Let this season be a time for each of us to 
let go of our burdens so that we may be transformed. 

Pastor Leah Coleman contact info: 
 
Office Hours:  Wednesdays 2 to 4 pm 
Cell Phone:  (307) 214-0871 
Email:  pastorleahcoleman@gmail.com 
Church phone:  (307) 638-3184 



HYMN NOTES 
  

The inspiring true 

stories behind our 

favorite hymns  

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;  
the darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.   
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,  
Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
 
Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day;  
earth's joys grow dim; its glories pass away;  
change and decay in all around I see;  
O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 
 
I need thy presence every passing hour,  
What but thy grace can foil the tempter's power?   
Who, like thyself, my guide and stay can be?   
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me. 
 
I fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless;  
ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.   
Where is death's sting?  Where, grave, thy victory?   
I triumph still, if thou, abide with me. 
 
Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes;  
shine through the gloom and point me to the skies.   
Heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee;  
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

Abide With Me  by Henry F. Lyte 

 

 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, 

you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.  

John 15:7 

 Henry Francis Lyte, vicar in the fishing village of Lower Brixham, Devonshire, England, minis-
tered faithfully for twenty-three years to his seafaring people.  Though a humble couple, he and his wife, 
Anne, lived in an elegant estate, Berry Head.  It had reportedly been provided by King William IV, who 
had been impressed with Henry's ministry.  At water's edge, its coastal views were among the most 
beautiful on the British Isles.  Henry laid out walking trails through the estate's forty-one acres and en-
joyed the tranquility of the house and grounds.  There he wrote most of his sermons, poems, and 
hymns.  But Henry's lung condition hung over the home like a blackening cloud.  Lower Brixham suf-
fered damp winters, and while in his early fifties Henry realized his lung disorder had deteriorated into 
tuberculosis.  On September 4, 1847, age 54, he entered his pulpit with difficulty and preached what  
was to be his last  sermon.  He had planned a therapeutic holiday in Italy. "I must put everything in order 
before I leave," he said, "because I have no idea how long I will be away." 
 That afternoon he walked along the coast in pensive prayer then retired to his room, emerging 
an hour later with a written copy of "Abide With Me."  Some accounts indicate he wrote the poem during 
that hour; others say that he discovered it in the bottom of his desk as he packed for his trip to Italy, and 
that it had been written a quarter century earlier.  Probably both stories are true.  It is likely that, finding 
sketches of a poem he had previously started, he prayerfully revised and completed it that evening. 
 Shortly afterward, Henry embraced his family a final time and departed for Italy.  Stopping in 
Avignon, France, he again, revised "Abide With Me" - it was evidently much on his mind - and posted it 
to his wife.  Arriving on the French Riviera, he checked into the Hotel de Angleterre in Nice, and there 
on November 20, 1847, his phthisic lungs finally gave out.  Another English clergyman, a Rev. Manning 
of Chichester, who happened to be staying in the same hotel, attended him during his final hours.  
Henry's last words were, "Peace! Joy!"   
 When news of his death reached Brixham, the fisherman of the village asked Henry's son-in-
law, also a minister, to hold a memorial service.  It was on this occasion that "Abide With Me" was first 

sung.      From "Then Sings My Soul" by Robert J. Morgan 



 The Helping Hearts Care Team consists of many wonderful people concerned 
with the well-being of our congregation at Faith United Methodist Church.  The team was 
formed to help people who attend our church with various needs.  We do our very best 
to help with needs such as: transportation to and from church, doctor appointments, 
grocery shopping and other errands; meals; visits; and emotional support. We have a 
very active Parish Nurse who is available to help with medical questions; obtain medical 
equipment; and attend doctor and physical therapy appointments. Our prayer line coor-
dinator does an excellent job of taking calls from people who need prayer and passing 
the crucial information to the prayer line chain so that many prayers can be sent to help 

the individual or family who needs the love and support. Our team keeps in contact with our members by phone 
calls, mailing cards and postcards and visitations.  
 Do you need a ride to church on Sunday? Have you had surgery or been ill and donôt feel like cooking?  
Do you need someone to drive you to the doctor or grocery store? Do you need a listening ear? Do you need a 
caring heart to come and visit with you?  If you need something, please call one of the Helping Hearts Care Team 
Members that are listed below. Please always leave a message if we arenôt immediately available.  We will get 
back to you and do our very best to help you.  
 We are a loving, caring group, and are always looking for any individuals who like helping care for others 
and have an interest in joining the team.  I am very proud of our Helping Hearts Care Team.  They all bring their 
creativity, heart, mind and compassion to others.  
 
Sincerely Yours, 
 
Mary C. Hart 
Helping Hearts Care Team Coordinator  

Pastor Leah Coleman  Vicky M. Hildreth  Linda Talkington 

Phone: (307) 214-0871  Phone: (307) 286-1763  Phone: (307) 635-6764 

Pastor of Faith UMC  Heart Mail Coordinator  Communication Coordinator 

 

Mary C. Hart   Jeff Hildreth   Shari McWilliams 

Phone: (307) 286-4457  Phone: (307) 286-1616  Phone: (307) 632-2285 

Coordinator   Transportation Coordinator Visiting Coordinator 

 

Ilene Windom   Joan Allen   Donna Newland 

Phone: (307) 634-1431  Phone: (307) 636-0655  Phone: (307) 632-8249 

Prayer Line Coordinator  Listening Ear Call Coordinator Meal Coordinator 

 

Connie Fournier   Jan Baber 

Phone: (307) 631-3236  Phone: (307) 286-2306 

Organizational Coordinator Parish Nurse 

Do you have a birthday or anniversary coming up? 
I have been submitting names of Birthdays and 
Anniversaries into the Channel 5 Early Morning 
Show.  Their shows are Monday-Friday. 
 
The shows are on at 
5:30 A.M. to 6:00 A.M. 
6:00 A.M. to 6:30 A.M. 
6:30 A.M to 7:00 A.M. 
 
Be sure to look for your names in lights. 
Mary C. Hart 
Helping Hearts Care Team Coordinator 

Happy Valentineôs Day! 
I hope I will forever be in 
your heart because you will 
always be in mine. 
  God 

 
HAPPY VALENTINEõS DAY 
From the Helping Hearts 

Care Team! 


